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Roses by the Thousand.
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How New York Gets Its Flower Supplys The
Ever Popular Diolet.

2

1

_J

-

=

To a woman flowers are something more

and showier places. The reason for this

than mere blossoms at the end of stema. | is to be found in the work of the middle-

To her they imply sentiment, generosity
and a lot of other masculine virtues.

man, for most of the flowers in New York
are not direct importations from the green-

*Violeta always mean man,” sald one ' houses, but come by a commercial path

Sl to another in a Broadway florist’s re-
cently. *If a girl wears violets once it
may be accident; twice, coincidence; after
that it means a man.”

The man who walks Into a fashionable
florist's establishment, orders a box of
fowers sent 1o a certain address and walks
proudly out and the man buying flowers
at the foot of some elevated steps with
furtive glances may be and often are the
same person, and the difference in place
and price simply marks the difference in
sentiment.

It s well for the mere man to know,
bowever, that the woman carefully ap-
praises flowers as she does other sentimen-
tal offerings in these material days. The
wired circleta which bind the blossoms
to an unyielding embrace are to her the
sign manual of the fact that they are etreet

flowers and that sentiment has been care-
fully trimmed to suit economic conditions.

The mere woman is mistaken, however,
In sweepingly condemning the so-called
street flowers. The fact is that often these
blooms are fresher and of & more carefully
'ubmd quality than those from richer
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I IN THE CUT FLOWER EXCHANGE.
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SPRING AWAKENING OF THE WOODLAND

Unfolding of Flower and Bud—Mist of the New Life—
Pretty Show of the Suburbs—Struggle for Life.

Bvery hour of sunshine in the last two
mresks of April counted for almost double
#ts accustomed value. A mild March woke
wegetation from ita sleep, but a cold April |

held growth in check until nature was mendicant of the forest, all winter long

Rairly bursting with impatience.

When the third week of the month was
passed vegetation hung quivering and
seady at a touch of genuine hot sunshine
%o transform the aspect of the outer world.
You could trace the course of the brooks
through suburban woodlands by the sinu-
ous lines of vivid green where the skunk

cabbage and its early fellows of vu'iou.s],
‘name were unfolding their tightly rolled '

leaves.
Even then the hypaotio power of the ser-
ried and silent tree trunks, so strange a

oharm of the winter woodlands, was a lit- '

tle broken! by the faint, mistlike effect of

tiny new leaf buds, and the airy gold of the

blossoms. That faint mist of

the new life was curiously elusive; it fled the

spproach, as the delicious spiral of the

veery's song eludes pursuit through the
of the June woodlands.

From a fleld on the woodland edge you
saw the tender yellowish green of a million
minute polints of vivid life, but when you
clambered up the stone wall the ethereal
mist bad yithdrawn itself to the depths
where the tree trunks were as & uniform
dun wall or a steady downpour of sheeted
rain. In the foreground, cleared of its veil,
the beeches shone pale lavender and mottled
silver, and the giant chestnuts confessed
themselves by the curious coarse network
of their ridgy bark

Meanw hile, overhead and underfoot life
was springing with hourly change. The
Jow growing plants that hide all winter
Jong beneath the covering of fallen leaves
Bave one spring climate, semi-tropical if

will. So, too, have the treetops that
access to all the sun and wind.

Petween the two is that peutral sone
of the woodland shrubs which is slower
&0 rsapond to the wooings of spring. The

{

| thatgnaught else could reach the sun and |

| weather seos an expansion
| of & full fortnight in a cold

treetope were thick with blossoms and
sweling leaf buds, but just be ow only the |
svcamore's trunk betraved consclousness |
of coming change. Thatragged and tattered |

white as a leper, shone with faint green
Below at the foot of the trees the annual

I struggle for life among the wood plants
| was ¢

There were

pening into tragedy.
violets 8o dense

beds of mottled dogtoot |

air, 8o dense, indeed, that nine out of ten |

bulbe were barren of blossoms.

The spring beauty carpeted tches |
of the surface almost as thickly, andpa‘ rang |
evervwhere in company with other plants,
That perfect thing, the tender heart shaped
leaf of the wild ginger, was exquisite in ita
freshness with its faint frostlike fuzz
completely covering the upper surface.

Millions of seedlings sprang from the
Ernlm" leaf mold shortly 1o wit and die

1y the vaih struggle for a proper share of
nourishment. e woodland I8 naturo's
tenement house, and the infant mortality
there is appalling.

You may ocount seedling oaks by the hun-
dred in May and uplmf oaks hardly by the
dozen in November,and the infant progeny
of that reckless prodigal the swamp maple
are reduced from thousands to seores in
a single summer. The atiempt of New |
Yorkers to live by many thousands upon the
vin point represented by & Darrow area

n the beart of Manhattan is s cesasi | and |

reasonable beside the intensity « f vegetable |
life in every single square foot of The
Bronx woodlands.

All that April accomplishes in table

rowth awails the magie touch o’ May.

hose sultry days that come before the mid-
dle of the latter month convert the fields
and woodlands into a veritable hothouse.

Overbead is the dim glazed roof of the
thinly clouded heaven, and all between is
as a moist bit of the tropies. The sun
burns through, beating the sarth, and the
stored caloric is radiated back into the
stagnant damp air until the whole area thus
fended from chilling winds is a brooding
calm in which life is urged to marvelous
jowe s of p «d: ction and growth.

If that sultry troplcal calm holds for a
dav and a night the transfornation wrought
is like a miracle, and half a week of such

greater than that
chill April.

{

l population of the city of New York, as it

! which he lved and was greatly surprised

which takes them first to the show rooms
devoted to their exhibition to dealers and
wholesale buyers, A large percentage of
thess buyers are the men who send out
boys on the streets,

The “Greeks,” as they are called, and the
word ocovers many nationalities, come
every morning at @ o'clock to the flower
exchanges, and as soon as the boxes are
Gpened begin to dicker. As soon as awn- I
ings are out and shop doors open the flowers,
still with the moming dew upon them, are
ready for purchass That they are cheaper
than the florist's flowers is due to the faot
that there is no rent or service to pay for.

To appreciate the contrast found in these
wholesala places, one should first of all
take a peep at some of the retail shops.
Boxes of colored straw are fllled to the brim
with exotlc blooms, whole shelvea riot in
colors of growing plants. It is a holiday
week and competition is rife,

A huge rhododendron takes up an eatire
corner of one of these retail establish-
ments. Its price (s §75, and it is flanked on
one side by an azalea whose top is a maass
of perfectly shaped and perfectly matched
blossoms It is valued at $100. There is |
a crimson rambler, one of the season's
most popular offerings, for $30, and a genesta
for $19,

Two girls standing before a long box of
polished green, filled with white carnations,
each twice the size of the original mother
of these flowers, are deliberately oounting
the number of them, pushing aside moss,
feathery maidenhair and ribbons.

*Twelve dozen.” says one breathlesaly.

“And a half,” is added by the other.

“Think of knowing & man who cared
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*He was crazy over ber, but when the
florist told him that the American beauties
were $36 a dosen it did stagger him a little.
He asked weakly if they were all that
price, and the man sald, rather superoil-
fously, 'Ob, no, we have some for thirty,'
and showed him a dozen that were abso-
Jutely the same, only the stema were six
inches shorter. He hesitated a little and
then, as L say, he was just crazy over her,
80 he boubht the ones for $36 and bad them
went,

*He arrived at the very time the flowers
came and she was perfectly
with them. After she had thanked him
again and again, she excused hereelfl a
minute, went out of the room, came back
with a pair of scissors and while she thanked
him again he bad the pleasure of seeing ber
snip off six inches of stem, just the differ-
ence between $38 gnd $30. Of course, now,
be sees the humor of it,now that he's stopped

in love.

*] saw him buying flowers on the street
the other dny.‘mlnrrbd. you know. On,

, the same 1 of
y‘;zhbutnfnmmchhohopm
one whers art is not taken into aoccount,
where sentiment plays no hand, where
bare shelves, wooden tables and clay stands
are the only socosssories.

-4 hats on t::.b.ot: thelr
heads are flying about, lars their
wake appraising values and making busi-
ness Arrangements. Telephones are ring-
ing in various parts of the establish-
ment and the worda, “Two hundred Ameri-
can Beauties,” *Five dozen ocalla lilles,”
“Four hundred , carnations,” are

briskly.

The manager of one department ocomes
from his office and while his fingers play
nervously with great olusters of mignon-
ette, thrown in & heap, he answers questions.

“Thers I8 a revival of the old fashioned
flowers and to meet this demand we are
uluuthhmcwdoddzboxllb-
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AT EIGHTEEN A DOZEN.

enough for you to send you such a per- |

| £tly gorgeous affair'”

*Think of knowing one who had money
enough,” says the sec nd, practically.
«Just as soon as I meet a man he loses all
his money the same day.*

In another corner, while one of the siles-
man holds, with masculine patlence, a
long stemmed American beauty, the pos-
sible purchaser is moved to reminiscence.

*My dear 1 know it is true for be told
me himself. A man never has any sense of |
humor when he is in love, but when he
gets over it he remembers lots of amus- |
ing incidents.

stocks, fuchsias, heliotrope, pansies, but
the demand in New York always has been
and always will be for roses and violets.
Millions of these flowers are sold every
year in New York. It Is lmpossible to give
even a rough estimate of the amount

“At this one exchange we have received
As mAny as 20,000 roses a day from one of
our greenhouses alone.
was a holiday call and does not represent
the daily sale.

*The violets are just as popular at Easter
as they are in the depth of winter. We
get better prices in the winter, but we

| sell more st Easter and these are the two

Of course that |

|
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great oocasions in the flower market. |
Easter Eve and Christmas Eve we are |
open until t welve and at five in the morning; |
other days our sales are over in the after- |
noon and we open &t aix.

In one comer of the big square room,
which is bare except for its floral stock, a
burst of sunlight attracts the eye. *“There
seems to be a great demand for yellow
flowers,” explains the manager, “perhaps
because so many decorators are using
yellow in the houses they do up and the
flowers are wanted for harmony, but acacias
and are very fashionable. We
have little demand for novelties, and ex-
periments are not known in the flower
exchanges; nothing ocomes to us that is
not perfected beforehand.

“In the winter season the Sootoh heather
sells pretty well. 8o does the Manila
beather, which resembles the Bootch and
American varieties. This has been culti-
vated from the plants imported from the
Philippines and has taken three or four
years to bring to an acclimated state. It
has a flower something like the arbutus,
a little larger and a little more delicate
in tint, the green having the thorny, spiky
appearance of ordinary heather.”

Asked concerning the best method of
keeping violets fresh the manager said:

! the second day is to throw them away.
No matier how carefully you keep them
there is always a distressing odor about
| wioleta that are not perfectly fresh, A
| man who deals in flowers becomes very
| susceptible. and oftentimes I have ceen
a woman on & car with a bunch of violets
| pinned on her gown that made meill while
perhaps other people would not notice
the odor at all.

Particularly s this true of American
| Beautiea. Often from the flower exchange

“That is not & good question to ask a |
| florist. The best thing to do with violets |

*Rosse are difterent in this respect. |

y (il "»///

ApallATy
(LA

,! ‘?;l i

‘;

“A QUARTER A BUNCH."

-

l
'l,‘i\;‘

!
. ’
v A /
-
o

-

we have sans flowery to Scotland or England.
and they bave kept two weeks after they
arrived.

At the flower exchanges one of the In.
teresting features s the “flower women"-
flower girls are reserved for comic operas
and three volume novels, These women—
most of them CGermans—ralse their own
flowers, usually on Long Island, and bring
them to t3e exchanges, where, for the
usual percentage to the owners of the place,
they have the privilege of displaying their
wares and dealing with the retallers.

BSome of these women have very beautiful
collections, and even the heavy market
baskets, the newspaper wrappings and the
red pots cannot hide the abundant glory.
One woman had a booth entirely filled with
calla lilies, which were selling at $2 a dozen,
another carnations for $1.50.

A spearch for the orchids among the whols.
sale dealers lp unsatisfactory. The orchids,
when they are sold by retailers, are usually
imported directly by them, for the reascn
that they are very expensive and there is
lttle call for them.

Yet the orchid by reason of this very
exclusivensss remains the flower of the
elect. There is, however, about this strange
flower a certain uncanuiness which prevents
its popularity, even in the face of its value,
for on many women it bhas the same eflect
as the reptiles. In fact, it is called in floral
vocabularies ‘the snake flower.'

“They are the cheapest flower in the
world when you take intosconsideration
the amount of time and vitality consumed
in procuring them,” said an orchid expert
*It is neoeesary for a collector to have pa-
tience, courage, scientific knowledge and
pot to know what hardship is when he
meets (t.

*I know of one collector who was sent
to Central America and spent gix months
looking for A single kind of orchid for which
there happened to be a popular demand
When he discovered it the blussoms were
in an old burial ground growing out of the
skulls and he was obliged to bring skulls
and all back with him for fear of injuring
the plants. Some of these orchids after-
ward brought as much as $175 a flower.

“It is no rare occurrence for a collector
to lose his life by some malignant fever.
This is partic larly true in Panama and the
region round about, where some of the
snost valuable orchids are found. Many
of them grow in the most fetid swamps,
where a man risks his life daily in their
pursuit.

*The orchids seen In the florists’ windows
{in New York are, however, the more or-
dinary specimens: the rare ones would not
find purchasers. These are brought easily

from the West Indies and the Southern

| forests.*

WHEN OREEK MEETS OREEK.

A Snalke Charmer
Tells Trade Secrets

An Industrious snake charmer rebearsing
bahind the socenes of an East Side hall

‘ paused long enough in his work the otber

day to Jet out some professiora! secrets.

He made no pretense to hypnotic power
over his sinuous fellow performers, but
said that everything lay in a close acquaint-
ance with the snakes, After that a snake
charmer must be a person of eternal vigi-
lance.

He could never be quite sure what a snake
would do. The snake that he had handled

'HOW MANY REAL NEW YORKERS ARE THERE?

MIGHTY FEW, ACCORDING TO THE CENSUS FIGURES

It is pretty generally agreed that the

will be shown in this year's State census
to be taken in May and June, will certainly
reach 3 ad will moat probably exoeed 4,000,000,
It is pretty generally agroed, also, that at
the present rate of increase as shown by
the Health Board and other reports, the
population of the city by the next Federal
oansus in 1910 will not be below 5,000,000,

How many New Yorkers—natives of
New York—are there in the city at present
out of the total population of 3,437,202 five
years ago and 4,000,000 now?

A Londoner writing under the name of
*Dagobert,” and making a speciaity of
Jocal information for Londoners, made not
long ago a private census of the house In

to find that of twenty-five persons in it
only two were actual Londoners, the others
having come from other parts of England,
from lreland or Scotland or from Continen-
tal countries. London has a much larger |
native born population than the city of New |
York, and receives much semaller accretions
of population through im:inigration than
this city.

By the last Federal census about a third |
of the whole population of the city—1,270,000
~was born abroad, and none of these resi-
dents, of course, came under the designa-
tion of New Yorkers, striotly speaking.
There are next those who, though borm in |
the city of New York, are the children f “
parents born abroad. These number |
1,375,000, Some of them were born here |
shortly after the arrival of their pareats

and, though legally native born, grew up
under much the same oconditions as their
parents, usually speaking the language of
their parents and being more familiar in
childhood with foreign than with American
customs of life.

There were in New York at the time of |

the last Federal census 400,000 residents
who, though native born, were not natives

of the city of New York. Of these, 125,000 |

were born in New York State, but not in

New York city, 86,000 were born in New |

Jersey, 3,000 in Pennsylvania, 26,000 in
Massachusetts and 22,7% in Virginia

These figures account for 3,045,000 out,
of the total New York population as returned
by the last Federal csnsus of 8,487,000, leav-
ing about 392,000 persons, not all of whom
are New Yorkers of the kind under ocon-
sideration. It s customary to include in
all census returns as natives of this city
those concerning whom no gotual knowledge
is had, and it is customary to return as
natives of New York those who, while resi-
dents here, were not actually in the city
at the time of the census or, if in the dlty,
were not accessible to the enumerators.

The number of these Is not far from
40,000, and the conclusion is clear, there-

fore. that not more than one in ten of the |

resident population of the city comes cor-
rectly under the designation of “native

| born" New Yorkers of native parentage.

The actual number of wveritable and
asuthentic New Yorkers, so to speak, those
born here of native parents, is not proba-
bly in excess of 100,000, and be con-
sidersbly less than thet pumber. There

resident in the city of New York, all bor-
oughs, both of whose parents were native
| New Yorkers and the children of native

| New Yorkers as well.
|

lmpmbabty not more than 50,000 persons

RED TAPE OVER TWENTY CENTS.

CQivil Service Commission Star(s
Departments Working.

WasamNoroN, May 6.—"Can a Govern-
| ment department receive donations?" is
| the question that bhas been raised by the
reception at the Washington city post

office of an international money order to

the credit of the Civil Service Commission.

The amount contributed, or intended to

| be contributed. to the commission is 20
cents, but the matter is held to Invelve a
precedent. Accordingly, the advice of the
Comptroller of the Treasury was sought,
and that official, after due consideration,

Girt te

Congress, but that it would bs permissible
to turn the money into the Treasury, where
it would fina its place either in the con- |
science funa or “appropriatio {
S oo e renscind. -

‘omptroller fu r remarked, un-
officially, t the amount so n-mu:J i
donated might, on account of its mqn{'-
be put to such uses as the com-
n decided. The latter, through its

i

Picnic Season Here:
Lots of People Glad

The summer picnic still prevails, and bas
to-day, if that b» possible, a greater
popularity than ever.

There are held nowadays in the season
many monster political plenics, outings |
given by district political leaders, at which
entertainment is provided for thousands,
requiring fleets of steamboats and barges
for their transportation to and from the
picnie grounds, and calling for a well or-
ganized commissary department to provide
and distribute the enormous quantities of
supplies required for the feeding of com-
panies 8o numerous.

There are also given at this season in-
numerable outings—outing is a favorite
word for this form of entertainment—of
political organizations and clubs and of
numberless private associations, many of
these bearing the name of their president or
organizer, and many others of them bear-
ing names quaint or curious or fantastic

q‘here is no end to these lesser organiza-
tions or coteried, or to the strange names
they bear. Banners are swung across the |
street or great transparencies are |
placed in front of the headquarters of the
greater organizations amnouncing well in |
advancethe outing of one or another associa-
tion, and placaras displayed in windows,
or printed small bills that can be put un
almost anywhere, and which are post«d
in the neighborhood or district from whicu
their members and guests are drawn, an
nounce the outings of the smaller clubs
or associations.

On many of these announcements Is still
to be seen a line long familiar: *Music
by Prof. So-and-so.” For the leader of the

. band or orchestra that provides the music

!

decidea that it woula be illegal for any | '
branch of the Government to receive money |
| outsioe of Its regular sppropriations byl

| besides. picnice without end. The target

for the annual outing of the this or that
coterie or association or club or circle is
always a professor. So be has always
been, and so he seems likely to remain.

And then there are the church pienios,
and the school picnics, and many others

oogmn&m have gone, but the picnic still
Aves, more popular than ever and the
picris season of 1905 is about to open.

Break Egge for a Living.
From Tit-Bils

A correspondent of a countemporary, who
has been searching for the most mouoto- |

favor of that of cracking eges

“I met & man who said he was a hiscuit
manufacturer on a large scale, and was Father
inclined to boast about the number of eggs — |
Continental eggs—which his frm bought in |
the course of a year. Now, [t seems that
to avold ealamity, five eges are broken into
s bowl at a time before being added to the
common stock. There are men, bhe told me,

who do nothing else but orack eges. They
brmmo 80 expert tha Lapose
o :,uuw.-n.é‘.&??:“' » ;

a hundred times with perfect safety might
turn on him the hundred and first time.

One indication was especially to be trustad.
A snake, like a cat, shows {ts anger by a
slow movement of the tail. When the tail
be ging to wag the snake charmer must put
aside the angry serpent and fetch out
another if his litt'e turn is to be done with
safety.

This particular snake charmer was
especially skilful in the handling of pythonas.
The python, according to his scoount of
the matter, being a constrictor, is usually
beld to be non-venomous, but the bite of
the python is to be avoided when the snake
is shodding his skin.

At that time the python {s blind from a
film that comes over the eyes, a flim that
is shed with the cast-off ekin. In this con-
dition the creature is extremely nervous
and eensitive, easily provoked to anger
and somewhat venomous.

At other times the python is to be feared
for the blow he strikes. It is like the kick
of & mule and no man can stand up against
it. The python strikes & man in the breast
or near the waist. If he is disabled by the
blow the snake may coil about him and do
him mortal barm.

The snake charmer found it necessary

| for success in his business to keep three

pythons, and, as they cost from $100 to $50
each, the business required some outlay of
capital. He could not safely work with
strange snakes, With three pythons whose
temper he understood he could be pretiy
sure of always having at least one to work
with,

He had to study the condition of a enaks
before undertaking to exhibit it. The
snakes were fod every two weeks, and the
snake charmer found that ft was upsafe
to handle them mucgh uotil three or four
dn{s uh!;ﬁr (i;ﬂr meal o d

n the early on they re-
quired guiet, and E dlnum-rm Ly
to disgorge what they had eaten, It is a
serious matter to lose a meal when mesis
come two weeks apart. Sometunes &
snake would die from being disturbe!
too soon after feeding. It was not difticut
to replace a soake, for New York 18 au
excellent snake warket, but the loss of a
python was a seérious matter financially
and a new snake had to be sudied befonr

it could be publicly exhibited
The ur por t thing in picking up a snake
was it to distract his attention. [his

| nous method of earning a living, decides i | was commonly done by holding a cloth |

front of the creature. Instantly the eves
of the stake were fixed upcn the cloth anc
then was the moment for the snake charmer
Lo seize it

He must take & firm hold just behind the
head and nct far snough back to permit the
snake to tum upon him. After that the
snake charmer must be wary, gedtle, and

ready upon the of the soake's
anger to put th:wmam ure o his cage
..5 get out another, -




